SOUTH CAROLINA LAW ENFORCEMENT DIVISION

Contact: Kathryn Richardson
Office: (803) 896-7013
After Hours: (803) 737-9000

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

June 28, 2005

Three former S.C. Department of Corrections officers have been arrested and
charged with Assault and Battery of a High and Aggravated Nature while employed
at Kershaw Correctional Institution.

Scott Dekreon, 35, of Lincolnton, GA, Tracy Lee, 33, of Edgefield, S.C., and
John Pough, 31, of Columbia, S.C., were arrested Monday afternoon, June 27, 2005, at
approximately 2:30 p.m. and booked at the Lancaster County Detention Center.

The arrest is a result of an investigation conducted by SLED at the request of the
S.C. Department of Corrections. The case will be prosecuted by the Sixth Circuit

Solicitor’s Office.

*Warrants Attached.
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On September 15, 2004, SCDC Lt. Scott Dekreon was an acting supervisor of a *
shakedown team conducting searches at Kershaw Correctional Institution in Lancaster
County. Officers completed a search of Inmate David Lail’s cell, and Lail began
complaining about the condition the cell was left in. Lt. Dekreon, along with other
officers, assaulted Lail by repeatedly hitting him in the face and other parts of his body.
Lail was handcuffed behind his back and physically carriedto lock up. During this
escort, Officer Tracy Leoe, along with Officer John Pough, rammed Lail’s head inta
several ateel doors to force them open. As officers approached one of the doors Lt.
Dekreon kicked Lail in the buttocks causing him to strike the door harder. None of the
officers present ever praduced any reports documenting this incident. Inmate Lail
suffered a black eye and other non-life threatening injuries as a result of this assault.
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On Septembér 15, 2004, SCDC Officer Tracy Loe was part of a shakedown teant
conducting searches at the Kershaw Correctional Institution. After team members
searched Inmate David Lail's cell, Lail began complaining because of the condition of his
cell. Officer Lee, along with other officers, assaulted Inmate Lail by repeatedly hitting
him in the face and other parts of his body. Officer Lee also struck Lail in the face with
his handcuffs. Lail was handcuffed behind his back and physically carried to lock up. -
During this escort, Officer Lee, aiong with Officer John Pough, rammed Lail’s head inta
several steel doors to force them open. None of the officers present ever produced any
reports documenting this incident. Tnmate Lail suffered & black eye and other non-life
threatening injuries as a result of this incident.
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On September 15, 2004, SCDC Officer John Pough was assisting a shakedown téam
conducting searches at Kershaw Correctional Institution in Lancaster County. Officers
completed & search of Inmate David Lail's cell, and Lail began complaining because of

- the condition of his cell. Inmate Lail was assaulted by other officers in his cell,
handcuffed behind his back, and physically carvied to lock up. Officer Pough assisted
Officer Tracy Lee with carrying Lail to lock up. During thi&escor.t, Officer Pough
rammed Lail’s head into several stee] doors to force the doors open. None of the officers
present ever produced any reports documenting this incident. Inmate Lail suffered a
black eye and other non-life thr'eatening injuries as a result of this incident.
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